SRI AUROBINDO AND THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE

Jecause every human being (given by them the significant
appellation Narandrdyand) is, according to them, a visible mani-
festation of God, that service of man becomes synonymous for
them with service of God. The whole fabric of the religion of
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda rests upon an intense faith in the
realization of God, and is as far removed from the religion of
humanity as anything possibly can be.

(b) RELIGION OF MYSTICISM OR INDIVIDUAL REALIZATION

Another type of religion which has been in vogue from time
immemorial and which recently, thanks to Bergson, has received
a new accession of strength, is the religion of mysticism or
individual realization. This religion has, in fact, been histori-
cally the most popular religion in our country, with the excep-
tion of the religion of ritual and cerem'ony. In Europe it has
survived only in the mystics, but recently it has been brought
very much into prominence by Bergson. I have discussed else-
where the philosophical implications of this religion, and shall
only say a few words here about its shortcomings as a religion.
Great as is the appeal of this religion of mysticism, it suffers from
one fundamental defect, and that is that it misses the organic
unity of the universe. It detaches the individual from the
wprld, and believes that it is only in this detachment that the
individual's higher realization is possible. This type of realiza-
tion has been sought in our country for ages, but although it
has produced a few higher individuals, it has not helped in any
way the general evolution of the universe to a higher level.
And this is because the gifted individuals have cut themselves
adrift from the main currents of evolution, so that their influence
has not been able to reach, except very indirectly, the world out-
side. From this point of view, the active mystics, as Bergson
calls them, those whose realization refuses to confine itself within
themselves, but expresses itself in many forms of social service,
perhaps contribute more towards raising the level of world-
evolution than the contemplative type, for they come more in
contact with the world and are more interested in the uplift of
the universe than the latter. But the contemplative mystic also
can, if he so desires, create an atmosphere around him, which
may draw other kindred souls into it, and thereby set up a
higher sphere which is bound to have its repercussions upon the
world outside. But this influence spreads very slowly, whereas
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